Common nighthawk
General information

Gary Kramer

Common nighthawks are found throughout the U.S.
during summer, but migrate to South America during
winter. Common nighthawks are found in grasslands,
open woodlands, cities, and towns. In cities and towns,
they are often seen flying over city parks and other
open areas in late evening and early morning. Common
nighthawks nest on bare soil or gravel areas common in
fields or on rooftops. They use open fields for foraging.
They are nocturnal and feed “on-the-wing” on flying
insects.

Habitat requirements

Diet: flying insects, including flying ants, mosquitoes,
moths, and June bugs
Water: obtain ample water from diet, but water sources
attract insects, which provide food for nighthawks
Cover: riparian areas, ridge tops, flat rooftops, and other
places with numerous sand and gravel areas are favorite
nesting locations

Wildlife management practices

Livestock Management: grazing regimes that maintain
open herbaceous areas provide foraging sites for
common nighthawks
Set-back Succession: Prescribed Fire, Disking, and
Mowing can maintain early successional areas for
foraging; Disking and Herbicide Applications can
promote bare ground for nesting; Chainsawing, Dozerclearing, and Root-plowing can convert wooded areas
to open, early successional areas; Mowing may be used
to maintain foraging and loafing cover for common
nighthawks in Urban areas
Wildlife or Fish Survey: observation counts can be used
to estimate trends in populations
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Crested caracara
General information

Robert Burton

The crested caracara is a falcon sometimes referred to
as the “Mexican eagle,” as it is Mexico’s national bird.
They are often seen with vultures, eating carrion in open
country, such as grasslands, pastures, croplands, and
semi-deserts. Crested caracaras may prefer open areas,
but are often adjacent to shrublands or areas with trees.
Caracaras have long, featherless, and yellow legs. The
body is mostly black, a black cap on its head with a small
crest, red skin on the face, and a white and black tail.
Their wide wingspan is used for soaring and for flying low
while hunting for prey or carrion. They nest in trees and
have clutch sizes of 1 to 4 eggs. They breed from January
to September and fledge from mid-March to early May.
They nest in trees or shrubs with average heights around
19 feet. Breeding pairs will defend their territory yearround and may even re-use or re-build a nest from the
previous year. Both sexes contribute to building the nest
out of sticks and finer vegetation. The female typically
lays 2 eggs and both parents care for the fledglings. At
one time, crested caracaras were declining, but currently
the population is stable or slightly increasing. Florida is
the only state that currently has the crested caracara
listed as threatened and Texas has the largest breeding
population. There is future concern for the species as
more and more of its habitat is being developed for
human or agricultural use.

Habitat requirements

Diet: mostly carrion, but also insects, small vertebrates
(fish, reptiles, amphibians, birds, and mammals), and
eggs
Water: freestanding water is used, but watering sites are
not typically limiting because of the crested caracara’s
ability to fly long distances and some water needs may be
met through the diet
Cover: open grasslands for hunting/scavenging; nests in
trees or shrubs, often in the top of cabbage palms

Wildlife management practices

Control Nonnative Invasive Vegetation: when nonnative
invasive vegetation begins to compete with native
vegetation and degrade habitat
Livestock Management: grazing pressure should be
reduced when overgrazing begins to degrade habitat for
prey
Plant Shrubs: where trees and shrubs are lacking to
provide nesting cover
Plant Trees: where trees are lacking to provide nesting
cover
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Set-back Succession: Disking, Prescribed Fire, Herbicide
Applications, and Mowing are options for maintaining
grasslands and early successional areas; Prescribed
Fire, Herbicide Applications, Chaining and Root-plowing
are used to reduce shrub cover and stimulate more
herbaceous groundcover
Wildlife or Fish Survey: observation counts are commonly
used to estimate trends in populations

Crissal thrasher
General information

Crissal thrashers are found in the southwestern ecoregion of the U.S. south to Mexico. They prefer dense, low
shrub cover in desert, foothill, and riparian areas. Crissal
thrashers nest in shrubs 2 to 8 feet above ground. Nest is
constructed of twigs.

Habitat requirements

Diet: forage on the ground and eat a variety of insects,
spiders, seeds, and soft mast
Water: freestanding water is essential and needed daily
Cover: thick shrub cover for nesting and loafing

Control Nonnative Invasive Vegetation: when nonnative
invasive species begin to reduce habitat quality for crissal
thrashers
Livestock Management: should restrict overgrazing and
ensure shrub cover is present to provide food and cover;
this is particularly important in riparian areas where thick
shrub cover is found adjacent to drainage ways (arroyos);
livestock water facilities should be placed in upland areas
to discourage congregation of livestock and over-use in
riparian areas
Plant Shrubs: especially around agricultural and riparian
areas where needed
Set-back Succession: Chaining and Drum-chopping can
rejuvenate shrub cover where is has grown too tall
Water Developments for Wildlife: catchment ponds,
windmills, spring developments, and guzzlers can benefit
crissal thrashers
Wildlife or Fish Survey: point counts are used to estimate
population trends

Greg Lavaty

Wildlife management practices
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Dickcissel
General information

Dickcissels are songbirds that occur primarily in native
grasslands and savanna in the central one-third of the
U.S. Relatively large open areas of grasses, forbs, and
scattered shrubs are favored. Dickcissels use agricultural
areas heavily during winter in Central America where
they may form huge flocks. Nests are placed above
ground in tall grasses, forbs, or shrubs.

Habitat requirements

James W. Arterburn

Diet: insects and grass seeds are eaten year-round;
agricultural crops are eaten more during migration and
on wintering grounds
Water: water obtained from food
Cover: early successional areas with a mixture of grasses
and forbs and scattered shrubs; grain fields frequented
during winter

Wildlife management practices:

Control Nonnative Invasive Vegetation: when nonnative
invasive species begin to compete with native vegetation
and reduce habitat quality for dickcissel
Delay Crop Harvest: delayed hay harvest in areas with
insufficient native grassland will allow initial nests to
hatch and hatchlings to leave nests prior to harvest
Field Borders: to increase usable space around crop fields
Leave Crop Unharvested: will provide additional food
during migration
Livestock Management: should prevent overgrazing to
maintain a minimum grass/forb height of 12 – 18 inches
Plant Native Grasses and Forbs: in relatively large open
areas where there is insufficient groundcover; forb
component is important
Set-back Succession: Prescribed Fire is recommended to
maintain grasslands and other early successional areas;
Herbicide Applications may be used to kill undesirable
plants and adjust species composition in early
successional areas; Chainsawing, Dozer-clearing, and
Root-plowing may be used to reduce forested cover and
increase early successional cover
Tillage Management: may provide additional food during
migration
Wildlife or Fish Survey: point-count surveys can be used
to monitor dickcissel abundance
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Dusky grouse
General information

Dusky grouse occur predominantly in mountainous areas
in the western U.S. and Canada. They require forested
cover, interspersed with herbaceous openings and shrub
cover. Their nests are usually on the ground, often under
shrubs or near fallen logs. Dusky grouse roost in forest
edges near shrub vegetation where they forage.

Habitat requirements

Todd Black

Diet: soft mast, seeds, buds, forbs, and insects from
spring to fall; needles of coniferous trees may be eaten in
winter
Water: obtain necessary water from dew and diet
Cover: nest on the ground near forest edges, often under
shrubs or next to fallen logs; roost and loaf in trees

Wildlife management practices

Control Nonnative Invasive Vegetation: when nonnative
invasive vegetation begins to reduce habitat quality for
dusky grouse
Edge Feathering: will increase nesting and foraging cover
where woods are adjacent to openings
Field Borders: (in some ecoregions) may increase nesting
and foraging cover if shrub cover is allowed to develop
Forest Management: Forest Regeneration, particularly
Group Selection and Single-tree Selection, will increase
herbaceous and shrubby cover for foraging near nesting
and roosting areas; Forest Stand Improvement can be
used in stands not ready for regeneration to increase
herbaceous groundcover and shrubby structure
Livestock Management: should prevent areas from being
grazed where dusky grouse nest
Plant Native Grasses and Forbs: particularly in
agricultural fields going out of production
Plant Shrubs: to provide soft mast, buds, and nesting
cover, especially near forest edges where lacking
Plant Trees: in relatively large open areas, coniferous
trees may be planted to provide cover and a winter food
source where needed
Set-back Succession: Prescribed Fire, Chainsawing, and
Herbicide Applications can maintain herbaceous openings
and shrub cover
Decrease Harvest: may be necessary when mortality
from hunting harvest is additive or limiting population
growth surveys show a decline in the local population
Wildlife or Fish Survey: call counts can be used to
monitor dusky grouse populations
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Eastern bluebird
General information

Dave Menke

Eastern bluebirds are found across the eastern U.S. They
use herbaceous openings, savannas, pastures, parks,
backyards, edges of hayfields and cropfields, and other
early successional communities well-interspersed with
trees and shrubs, for perching, foraging and nesting
(where cavities are available). Large open areas without
interspersion of hedgerows, fencerows, and scattered
trees may not receive as much use by bluebirds as those
areas with more structural diversity. Bluebirds forage in
open areas, but typically near trees, shrubs, or a fence
that provide perches. Insects dominate the diet during
spring and summer, whereas various fruits are most
prevalent during fall and winter. Eastern bluebirds nest
in cavities, especially old woodpecker cavities, as well
as nest boxes. Clutches are normally 3-6 eggs. Eastern
bluebirds may have 1-3 broods per year. Nest box
programs have had a major impact in restoring eastern
bluebird populations.

Habitat requirements

Diet: insects, especially grasshoppers, crickets, adult
beetles and larvae, as well as other invertebrates, such
as spiders; various fruits, such as black cherry, sumac,
blueberry, blackberry, blackgum, hollies, dogwoods,
pokeweed, and hackberry
Water: necessary water obtained from diet, but may use
free-standing water when available
Cover: nest in cavities of trees and fence posts

Wildlife management practices

Control Nonnative Invasive Vegetation: when nonnative
invasive vegetation begins to compete with native
vegetation and reduces habitat quality for eastern
bluebirds
Create Snags: where cavities are limited to provide
potential nest sites and perching sites in open areas (not
in forests because eastern bluebirds do not use forests)
Edge Feathering: to increase foraging opportunities,
perching sites, and potential cavity trees (if trees are
killed and left standing) around fields
Field Borders: to increase foraging opportunities around
crop fields
Livestock Management: livestock must be excluded from
recently planted trees and shrubs
Nesting Structures: should be erected where a scarcity
of natural cavities may be limiting the population; nest
boxes should be approximately 5 feet high with an
entrance hole 1½ inches in diameter; nest boxes should
be placed no closer than 80 yards apart to limit territorial
fighting among males
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Plant Native Grasses and Forbs: to aid in establishing
herbaceous groundcover where planting is necessary;
forb component is important to attract insects
Plant Shrubs: in relatively large open areas where
perching sites or winter foods may be limiting
Plant Trees: in relatively large open areas where perching
sites are limiting; may provide potential nest sites in
distant future
Set-back Succession: Prescribed Fire, Disking, Herbicide
Applications, Mowing, Chaining, and Drum-chopping can
be used to maintain and rejuvenate early successional
areas and prevent them from becoming dominated by
young trees and shrubs; Chainsawing and Root-plowing
can be used to convert forested areas to savannas and
early successional communities; Mowing may be used to
maintain foraging and loafing cover for eastern bluebirds
in Urban areas
Wildlife or Fish Survey: point counts can be used to
monitor bluebird populations; nest boxes should be
checked to monitor use and nest success

Eastern meadowlark
Eastern meadowlarks are medium-sized songbirds that
live in grasslands throughout the eastern U.S. They have
a bright yellow breast with a black chevron marking on
the chest. They are often seen singing from fencepost,
power lines, or hay bale perches during spring. Eastern
meadowlarks are grassland obligates; that is, they require
and are only found in grasslands. Males require grassy
fields of at least 6 acres to establish territories and,
even then, they may not be present if the surrounding
landscape is forested. They may prefer native grasslands,
but will use pastures and fields of nonnative grasses if
the vegetation structure is suitable. Eastern meadowlarks
nest on the ground and the female builds the nest of
dead grass leaves. Nests contain 2-7 eggs and eastern
meadowlarks may have 2 broods per year. Females will
usually abandon their nests if they are disturbed off the
nest while they are incubating. Although males boldly
sing in the spring, eastern meadowlarks are relatively
shy, slinking away from intruders within the grass
cover. Eastern meadowlarks primarily eat insects, but
also consume various seed during winter. They forage
while walking on the ground. Haying, overgrazing, and
conversion of grasslands to row-crop agriculture or
human development are major problems for reproductive
success and population maintenance. Eastern
meadowlark populations have declined 70 percent since
1970.

Habitat requirements

Diet: insects, especially grasshoppers, crickets, and
caterpillars (moth larvae) and grubs (beetle larvae);
various seed and grain in winter
Water: obtained in diet
Cover: grasslands at least 6 acres in size

Wildlife management practices

Conservation Easement: may protect relatively large
tracts of grasslands in the eastern U.S. where habitat for
eastern meadowlark is declining
Control Nonnative Invasive Vegetation: when nonnative
invasive vegetation begins to degrade habitat for eastern
meadowlark
Livestock Management: grazing pressure should be
managed to maintain an average grass height of at least
18 inches
Plant Native Grasses and Forbs: when grassland cover
is limiting; little bluestem, broomsedge bluestem, and
sideoats grama provide excellent nesting structure;
native grasses and forbs should be planted when
converting agricultural fields or forested areas to eastern

James W. Arterburn
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meadowlark habitat to ensure optimum grass coverage
and structure
Set-back Succession: Prescribed Fire is strongly
recommended to maintain and rejuvenate grasslands;
Prescribed Fire and Herbicide Applications can be
used to reduce unwanted encroachment of woody
species; Chaining can be used to reduce shrub cover;
Chainsawing, Dozer-clearing, and Root-plowing can be
used to convert forests to grasslands
Wildlife or Fish Survey: point counts are used to estimate
trends in populations
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